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If | turn back (I need confidence )} 2002
silk fabric, cotton, thread, beads
44cm x 24cm
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OMithu Sen Hates Pink!O
By Peter Nagy

Why would anyone feel so strongly about a color? And a color that is so
richly nuanced and full of sublime associations (from roses to valentines,
to salmon and cupcake frosting)? Only an artist would come up with such
a strategy to turn entrenched ideas upside-down and to force us to re-
examine all manner of conventions. An Indian woman artist at that! Diane
Vreeland, the great American style-setter, said pink was the navy-blue of
India (meaning that it was neutral and basic here) but Mithu Sen sets out
to prove her wrong. The artist mounts her trusty steed and becomes a
Don Quixote for a new generation, boldly attacking clichZs, prejudices
and bigotry with her lances of humor, subterfuge and innuendo. She
rallies against everything that has been imposed on her as an Indian
woman and channels her spite into objects of embellishment and
accomplishment, forsaking any comfortable categories while embracing
most charms. Ol Hate PinkO is her rallying cry to create a wide range of
objects which present themselves more like situations, conundrums
which slip and slide between artistic paradigms (is it a sculpture, a
collage, a diorama or a fashion accessory?), assortments of delicacies
which may be as poisonous as they are pleasurable. _Hate is a strong
word but used as Mithu Sen does, with irony and stealth, the real demons
lurking within society are exposed for the fools that they are and, we can
only hope, easily vanquished.
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To have and to hold 2002
Painting and drawing on embossed handmade paper
56cm x 77cm



No star, no land, no word, no commitment (detail) 2002
painting, drawing and stitching on transparent silk
78cm x 44cm



“Buri nazar wale tera muh kala” 2002
fabric silk, cotton, thread, beads
3icm x 22cm
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Fixed rate Thank you 2002
silk fabric, cotton, thread, beads
46cm x 52cm



